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Abstract

The most recent linguistic studies admit that proper names are often translated, or adapted, as opposed to the old theories about the non-translatability of proper
names. What distinguishes toponyms from the rest of onomastics are the political, sociological, and historical implications of many geographical names. Saying
"Breslau" for the Polish city "Wroctaw" can have a negative connotation depending on the context. And yet, we encounter this form very frequently on the
Internet. Moreover, with globalization we observe the multiplication of many versions of the same toponym. The work presented here is composed of three parts.
The first part briefly presents the theories concerning proper names, but adapted to toponyms, and the second describes their functions, as well as their linguistic
status in relation to international standardization. The concept of synchronic-contrastive toponymy and the methods of toponym analysis according to this
approach are introduced in part 2. Part three is a corpus analysis which aims to observe the structures and integration of Polish toponyms in the French language
as well as their popular usage in everyday publications (on the Internet, in tourist brochures, in applications and social networks, etc.), which differs from the
official, supposedly politically correct usage.
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